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ignorant and power to the inexperienced. And the billows of
passion will lash the sides of the ship, and the storm of party
warfare will hend its masts, and the pusillanimous will cry out,
* Master, master, we perish!' But the genius of true democ-
racy will arise from his slumher, and rebuke the winds and the
raging of the water, and say unto them:' Where is your faith?'
Aye, where is the faith that led the fathers of this Republic to
invite the weary and burdened of all nations to the enjoyment
of equal rights? Where is that broad and generous confidence
in the efficiency of true democratic institutions? Has the
present generation forgotten that true democracy bears in
itself the remedy for all the difficulties that may grow out of it?

" It is an old dodge of the advocates of despotism through-
out the world, that the people who are not experienced in self-
government are not fit for the exercise of self-government, and
must first be educated under the rule of a superior authority.
But at the same time the advocates of despotism will never
offer them an opportunity to acquire experience in self-govern-
ment, lest they suddenly become fit for its independent exercise.
To this treacherous sophistry the fathers of this Republic
opposed the noble doctrine that liberty is the best school for
liberty, and that self-government cannot be learned but by
practicing it. This is the truly American idea; this is true
Americanism, and to this I pay the tribute of my devotion.

" You object that some people do not understand their
own interests? There is nothing that, in the course of time, will
make a man better understand his interests than the indepen-
dent management of his own affairs on his own responsibility.
You object that people are ignorant? There is no better school-
master in the world than self-government, independently exer-
cised. You object that people have no just ideas of their duties
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 around me began to teem with
